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Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims will replace all prior listings. 

1. (Currently Amended) An axle assembly comprising: 

a first axle shaft defined substantially along a first axis of rotation; 

a second axle shaft defined substantially along said first axis of rotation; 

at least one electric motor defined substantially along a second axis of rotation transverse 
to said first axis of rotation, said at least one electric motor for driving both said first and said 
second axle shafts; 

a first stage gear reduction driven by said at least one electric motor, said first stage gear 
reduction including a drive gear driven about said second axis of rotation by said at Tftafti- em^. 
electric motor and a driven gear driven by said drive gear; 

saTt}-XL.second stage gear reduction driven by said first stage gear reduction, said second 
stage gear reduction including a pinion gear driven by said driven gear and a ring gear driven 
about said first axis Qf.j:cd.atijau-.by said pinion gcar> said first axle shaft extending through said 
ring gear; and 

a differential driven by said second stage gear reduction, said first axle shaft and said 
second axle shaft driven by said differential. 

2. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said at least one 
electric motor comprises a first electric motor defined substantially along said second axis of 
rotation and a second electric motor defined substantially along a third axis of rotation transverse 
to said fir^t axis of rotation wherein said first and said second electric motors simultaneously 
drive said driven gear. 

3. (Cancelled) 



2 



PAGE 2/8 ' RCVD AT 5118/2005 2:46:43 PM [Eastern DayGght Time] ' SVR:U8PTO{FXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:12489888363 * DURATION (inm-ss):02-28 



05/18/2005 ffED 14:51 FAX 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



i003/008 



Serial No. 10/630,499 
60,130-1845 
03MRA0345 

4. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said driven gear 
and said pinion gear are coaxial. 

5-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cuiiently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said ring gcai ' is 

rnffltinn 

■ 

9. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in cJaim I, including a third stage 
gear reduction driven by said ring gear and coupled to said differential. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 9, wherein said third stage 
gear reduction comprises a two-spccd module including an input directly coupled to said ring 
gear. 

12. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 11, wherein said difrerential 
is substantially contained within said two-speed module. 

13. (Cuxxcntly Amended) An axle assembly comprising: 

a first axle shaft defined substantially along a first axis of rotation; 
a second axle shaft defined substantially along said first axis of rotation; 
a iirst electric motor defined substantially along a second axis of rotation transverse to 
said first axis of rotation for driving both said first and said second axle shafts; 
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a second electric motor defined substantially along a third axis of rotation transverse to 
said first axis of rotation for driving both said first and said $econd axle shaRs; 

a first stage gear reduction diiven by said first and second electric motors, said first stage 
gear reduction including a first drive gear driven about said second axis of rotation by said first 
electric motor and a second drive gear driven about said third axis of rotation by said second 
electric motor, said first drive gear and said second drive gear rinva rf nving a .si n gle driven gp- ar- 
and A piiiiuti gcoi of said s e cond stage gcai " xcductioa, 

a second stage gear reduction driven by said first stage gear reduction, said second stage 
gear reduction including a pinton oftar di-iv^.n hy ftf^iH rlWvftTi g^^r i^nH ring gear driven by said 
pinion gear, said first axle shaft extending through said ring gear; and 

a differential driven by said second stage gear reduction, said first axle shaft and said 
second axle shaft driven th r ough h y^aid differential. 

14. (Currently Amended) The axle a^>sembly as recited in claim 13, wherein said first stage 
gear ixidiicLicm cuuipiiicb «ifksl drive g^ar rnmpnQ/>Q n ftrQ i {tingle gear driven by Said first clectric 
motor, and~asaijdl second drive gear t^ompris ps a 5;ec:nnd sinorir; g^ar ri rivfin by said second electric 
motor, and said driven gr^^r mmpri<s<>.fi n third ^tmgle gpnr iHvpn hy hnth rmiH first and seCOnd 
drivcfiinglfi.geai ^ - drive said single geai ', 

15. (Cancelled) 

16* (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 13, wherein said ring gear is 
coaxial with said first axisjafmtatiim. 

17. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 16, wherein said ring gear 
drives said differential. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 4, wherein said driven gear 
comprises a single gear tiiat drives said pinion gear about a UiiroL m axis of rotation generally 
parallel to said second axis of rotation. 

19. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 2. wherein said drive gear 
comprises a first drive gear that is driven by said first electric motor about said second axis of 
rotation and including a second drive gear driven by said second electric motor about said third 
axis of rotation wherein said first and said second drive gears are in direct meshing engagement 
with said driven gear. 

20. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 2, wherein said driven gear 
comprises a single driven gear coupled to said pinion gear such that said single driven ge^ir and 
said pinion gear rotate about a fourth axis of rotadon generally parallel to said second and third 
axes of rotation. 

21. (CuTienUy AmeTided) The axle assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said first axle 
shaft, said second axle shaft and said ring gear arc coaxial and-with said driven gear directly 
driving said pinion gear, said pinion gear directly driving said ring gear« and said ring gear 
directly driving said differential. 

22. (Previously Presented) The axle assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said first axle 
shaft and said second axle shaft are each contained within a respective axle housing, said first 
and second axle shafts respectively operable to drive a wheel assembly 

23. (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 13, wherein said single 
dri.vje,a.gear and said pinion gear are mounted along a common axis of rotation generally parallel 
to said second axis of rotation and said third axis of rotation. 
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24- (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 13, wherein said Miigle 
d-ri van ..gear and said pinion gear are mounted along a common axis of rotation transverse to said 
first axis of rotation. 

25. (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 13, wherein said pinion gear 
is directly mounted to said singlr-dci^fia^ear for rotation therewith. 

26. (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as recited in claim 13, wherein haid Thm jAis^uf 
ro t a t ion, s aid second axis of rotation and said third axis of rotation are contained witliin a 

cnmmnn ]^j].ii i «hnfh IntRrjSftrt said firsf aviR nf mfgiHrin 

27. (Currently Amended) A drive system for a multi-axle vehicle comprising: 
a frame which includes a pair of main longitudinal members; 

a first axle shaft defined substantially along a first axis of rotation transverse to $aid pair 
of main longitudinal members; 

an electric motor defined substantially along a second axis of rotation extendrng alnng ^ 
d-frftTtirin having ai l^Afti a t^nmprtTiATii wxiRndiTig pMrgillf^l to said pair of main longitudinal 
members and transverse to said first axis of rotation, said first axis of rotation and said second 
axis of rotation contained within a common plane; 

a drive gcai - driven by said cli s ctnc n i otor aboa t said second axit; uf rotation; 

a first stage gear reduction Tiichiding u drive gear driven by said ii i lt^ p ^B.^iftWmr. mntnr ; 
said first slagi. gL^iii reduction inUudiJi^ a iujLa single rimsca g ear which mnim t s ^nppt-irts a pinion 
gear of sakl-iusecond stage gear reduction, said singl e d riyeiLgear and said pinion gear mounted 
along a common axis of rotation generally parallel to said second axi s nf mratinn; gmrf 

tr:siaid-Second stage gear reduction being, driven by said first stage gear reduction , said 
second stage gear icductionand including a ring gear driven about said first axis r^r miminn hy 
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said pitiion gear, said first axle shaft extending through said ring gear and driven by said second 
stage gear reduction. 

28. (Currently Amended) The drive system as recited in claim 27, further comprising a 
difrerentia] driven by said second stage gear reduction, said first axle shaft driven by said third 
stage gcai ' rcUuLtiuii 



29. (Currently Amended) The drive system as recited in claim wherein said.ring gear 

drives said * hi r ri - - ' ^ » ng r vgR:i r rir j4iir ti n n Hifff^mntiAl . 
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